
Ethics NICCOLLA 
Lesson 1: an Intro to Ethics



TEACHER INTRODUCTION SLIDE



Learning Goals 
1. The student is familiar with the moral process in such a way that they can reflect clearly on ethical problems within the field of technology 

and care. 

2. The student can apply ethical principles in such a way that they can form and defend an opinion on ethical problems within the field of 
Technology and care.

3. The student can analyze ethical dilemmas and their consequences in technology and care in such a way that they can take ethical 
responsibility. 

4. The student is familiar with local, national, and international legal frameworks within the field of technology and healthcare in such a way 
that they can be informed of regulations informing the field of technology and care. 

5. The student can examine legal frameworks and recognize the points when actions, morals, and the law conflict, as well the limitations 
inherent in these systems in such a way that they can recognize the distinctions between them. 

6. The student can give a clear examination of a case study in such a way that they give reasons in support of or against a particular point of 
view and providing the advantages and disadvantages of various options showing critical thought about all viewpoints within the case.

7. The student can defend a position within an ethical dilemma in such a way that they develop an argument, giving reasons in support of or 
against a particular point of view and explaining the advantages and disadvantages of their viewpoint. 



Plan for Today

• Ethics v Morality

• The Moral Process

• The Moral Principles



Opening Question

• Is it better to be a fool satisfied or a Socrates dissatisfied?



• “It is indisputable that the being whose capacities of enjoyment are low, has the greatest chance of having 
them fully satisfied; and a highly endowed being will always feel that any happiness which he can look for, as 
the world is constituted, is imperfect. But he can learn to bear its imperfections, if they are at all bearable; 
and they will not make him envy the being who is indeed unconscious of the imperfections, but only 
because he feels not at all the good which those imperfections qualify.

It is better to be a human being dissatisfied than a pig satisfied; better to be Socrates dissatisfied than a fool 
satisfied. And if the fool, or the pig, is of a different opinion, it is only because they only know their own side 
of the question.”

John Stewart Mill 



Ethics v Morality 

• Morality – System of values and beliefs that govern the way we live 
our lives.
• What we believe is good

• What we believe is a just society 

• What we believe a good life is

• Ethics – The reflection on those moral values 



Ethics

• A series of tools

• Reflection

• Moral Empathy 

• Cognitive Moral Coherence – NO contradictions

• Devils Advocate 

• Thought Experiments 

• Examining Moral Facts



Moral Facts 

• The facts surrounding a case or dilemma 
• Who is involved

• What is actually happened

• Objective observations

• What values do people have (without judgment on those values)

• Context of the event 

• History 

• These are facts and not judgments. Merely the information around a 
dilemma 



Reflective Equilibrium 

• Moving towards a moment where all your beliefs and intuitions work 
with one another

• Better yet, they actually support and strengthen one another. 

• There is also wide reflective equilibrium, where these also correspond 
to observable and scientific facts about the world. 



Some central Questions 

• Who benefits from the decision/who is harmed?

• What do I (or society) value? 

• Why did I react this way at first?

• What does it mean for society? The world at large?

• Do I (or people in general) have a duty to something? Does it conflict with what I 
am doing? 

• What caused the situation in the first place? 



Morality 

• Made up of different Values

• Values have different sources:
• Religion 

• Culture

• Societal 

• Personal 

• Main point – Intuitive reactions 



Worldviews

• Everyone is tied directly to their own worldview.

• It is the only way we can percieve and thus interact with the world 
around. 

• Our morality is a sort of lense in which we view the world through



The Moral Process

• Intuitive Reaction 

• Reflection 

• Decision 



Trolley Problem 



• You had a reaction then you made your decision 

• Ethics is a means of changing those decision. 

• With reflection you can come to your own more informed decisions
• With a lot of practice, you can even change your intuitions. 



What is Good? 

• When I ask what is Good, what do you think of?

• Is the source of this Good within ourselves?

• Does it come from something else?  



What Morality is not: The Law

• Legalism

• Non moral Laws

• Immoral Laws 



What Moral is not: Cultural Differences

• Things Such as: 

• Dress codes

• Manners

• Reverence

• Taste 



What Morality is not: Religious doctrine 

• Euthyphro Argument: It is good because the 
God(s)/Bible/Koran/Torah/Vedas say it is

So two options 

The Gods say it is good makes it good

OR 

The Gods already know it is good and just telling us 

Either way there is no reason to appeal to God. 



Moral Traps

• Contradictions

• Believe one thing that cancels another belief

• Behaving one way and believing another

• Dumbfounding
• Lack of explanation of your beliefs

• “it’s just wrong!”



Relativism & Egoism

Two common ideas are Relativism and Egoism 

• Relativism: The belief that morality is relative to a 
society/culture/time 

• Egoism: The belief that you decided for yourself what morality is. OR 
Only your own beliefs matter.  

Why might these ideas fall apart? 



How principles work 

• Generally speaking (with minor exceptions) there is a set of moral 
principles that people can agree too. 

• They agree that they reflect what can be called “the good”

• However disagreement arises from what those principles entail or 
mean 



Moral Principles 
• Benevolence 

• Doing or promoting good 

• Non – maleficence

• Avoiding or reducing Harm

• Respect for Autonomy 

• Allowing others to make their 
own choices

• Informed Consent

• Gaining permission from 
others to act in certain ways 
that affect them

• Confidentiality

• Respecting the privacy of 
people

• Justice 

• Giving people what they 
deserve



Conflicting principles 

• While a coherent world view will have each of these principles work 
together, they can frequently conflict with each other 

• It is thus necessary to learn to how to evaluate those principles in 
order to determine which is more important in each scenario. 



Principle Approach to Ethics 

• Rather than look to hard set rules focus more on principles that can 
guide you. 

• Set principles used to guide but not necessarily dictate 

• Most common in professional ethics 



Professional Codes of Ethics

• Often Professionals will try to make a Ethics code that will guide them 

• Usually based on professions, and will focus on specific issues that 
surrond their profession. 
• Code Of ethics for Medicine (Hippocratic Oath)

• Code of Ethics for Programmers 

• Sometimes based within a company itself 

• How might this be different from a code of conduct? 



The Major Moral Theories 

• Consequentialism: 
• John Stewart Mill 
• Consequence is important
• Act in a way that Maximizes happiness and Minimizes pain 
• The Harm principle 

• Deontology 
• Immanuel Kant 
• Intention is the source 
• Morality is based on a series of duties
• Respect for rationality  

• Virtue Ethics 
• Aristotle 
• Being a good person, Have moral character 
• Acting in the middle way (not Brash, or Corwardly but courageous) 



Other Theories 

• Pragmatism 
• Practicality 
• Loose guidelines – Contextual 

• Care Ethics
• Focus on care and benefit 
• Respect 

• Contractarianism 
• The social contract 

• Socialist/Marxist 
• Communal/social/class based 

• Emotivism 
• Based on feelings and emotions



Case Study Examples

• Vaccination distribution 

• Care robots 

• Apps for people with cognitive disabilities 

• Databases of patient records 

• AI driven algorithms

• Paternalism in patients

• Research 

• Classification of metal illness. 
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